The appearance of mental foramina on panoramic radiographs. I. Evaluation of patients.
The appearance of the mental foramen on panoramic radiographs can be classified as a continuous, separated, diffuse, or unidentified type. In a sample of 297 patients, the most frequent appearance was separated (43%), followed by diffuse (24%), continuous (21%), and unidentified (12%). There were no significant differences in foramen diameter or relative vertical position within foramen types or developmental stages of the dentition. It is strongly suspected that sometimes the radiographic landmark presumed to be the mental foramen may actually be the reappearance of the mental canal.